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tomime, the sage replied : f I have understood the thoughts
of his majesty concerning my physical appearance, and
have by my motions indicated that, in the same manner,
as there is but one nose in a man's countenance, so I am a
paragon without an equal in the world.'

Eskandar: Tell me what I meant by the goblet of oil ?
Philosopher: I understood that your majesty intended
thereby to convey to me the message that your majesty's
mind is so filled with knowledge and wisdom as not to
allow of any further increase, in the same manner as the
goblet was incapable to hold any more of the liquid.   But
by dropping the needles into the oil, I indicated that your
majesty might possibly add more to the treasures of know-
ledge accumulated in your mind, in the same manner as
there was still room for the needles in the goblet full of oil.
Eskandar: What was the meaning of the ball ?
Philosopher: By the ball your majesty intended to con-
vey the following message: My heart is so fully engrossed
with warlike and political affairs, that it is isolated from
all other matters in the same manner as the rotundity and
compactness of the ball, and is incapable of engaging in
philosophical researches.     By forming that   ball into a
mirror I indicated that, although iron is hard and compact,
it may by careful treatment be made capable of receiving
on its polished surface the images of visible objects.

Eskandar: Tell me the signification of my placing the
mirror into the basin of water, and of the goblet you caused
to float thereon ?

Philosopher: I understood the sinking of the mirror in
the water to mean that our lives terminate after a short
time, and that much knowledge cannot be acquired during
that brief season. By fabricating the cup I implied that, in
the same manner as by skill a substance which sinks in
the water may be made to float thereon, so also great
acquisitions of knowledge may be gained in a short time
by diligence and perseverance.

Es/candar : I filled the cup with earth, and sent it to you,
but received no answer!